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Laura Sebastianelli
Animal Tracker
or Laura Sebastianelli, December
brought more than cooler tempera
tures and a few inches of snow. It
meant the coordinator of the adult
education program at Tanglewood 4-H
Camp & Learning Center in
Lincolnville, a program of UMaine
Cooperative Extension, could get started
on a different seasonal path.
Sebastianelli, a naturalist and expert
animal tracker, was anxious to begin
searching the northern Maine woods for
signs of Canada lynx, a large bobcat-like
wildcat once pervasive in New England
but hunted to near extinction.
Since lynx are slowly repopulating
the state, the Maine Department of
Inland Fisheries and Wildlife wants to
monitor the species. The department
hired Sebastianelli to gather evidence to
document signs of lynx from the
Moosehead Lake area to western Maine.
The flexibility of Sebastianelli’s work
schedule—organizing and leading
Tanglewood’s Elderhostel programs in
warm weather and developing program
curricula in the off-seasons—allows her
the time to lead tracking workshops for
wildlife groups and to conduct lynx
research for the state in the winter.
However, lynx are so elusive that
Sebastianelli probably will never see
one. But with tracks, scat and other signs
of an animal’s presence, Sebastianelli
says she doesn’t need to actually see one
to prove it
exists.
“You seldom
find the animal
at the end of
the track, nor is
that the inten
tion,” she says.
Tracking can be
difficult and
complex,
depending on
the snow
conditions,
Sebastianelli
says.
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Contributions from Many Help Brighten the
Holidays for Disadvantaged, Displaced
onnie Garceau and coworker Arlene Banks at
Fogler Library donate to charitable causes on
a nickel-by-nickel basis, collecting returnable
bottles and cans on their morning walks around
campus before work and donating the proceeds to
Manna Ministries in Bangor.
“We started out walking for the exercise and we
kept noticing bottles and cans. We said ‘Gee, this is a
waste of money,’ and we could get $5 or $10 for
pizza,” Banks says.
But when they found they were collecting more
than just pizza money, they decided to donate the
nickel deposits to charity. More than 1,200 bottles and
cans later, they recently handed $80 to Manna
Ministries. With another load of bottles and cans to
'' ; “ 2^ i
redeem, they expect to deliver more than $40 to the
Bonnie Garceau, left, and Arlene Banks,
ministry’s holiday gift program.
library assistants at Fogler Library, collect
returnable bottles and cans when they
“We probably do a couple miles a morning,”
walk mornings before work. They donate
Banks says. “We go up hill and down hill and look
the proceeds to Manna Ministries in
under trees. We know where to look.”
Bangor.
Carrying plastic grocery bags, the women
compete good-naturedly, and even accept bottle and can contributions from colleagues. And
they don’t mind the odd looks they get from passersby on their campus walks.
“People have called us the cancan girls,” Banks says.
Whether it’s a matter of individuals collecting returnable bottles to raise a few hundred
dollars for charity or university employees pledging more than $110,000 for the annual
CCAUE campaign, the UMaine community is responsive when it comes to giving and
volunteering, especially during the holidays.
For instance, Lyn Dexter, assistant director of the UMaine Bodwell Volunteer Center and
Black Bear Volunteers program coordinator, was able to donate more than 650 gifts last year
to the Secret Santa Workshop in Old Town through the annual campus Holiday Gift & Toy
Drive. She says both cash contributions and gifts for tots and teens are piling up again this
year. Dexter is accepting donations and gifts for area youths up until Christmas Eve, and says
the response from the university community has been “great.”
As many as 50 students also helped out, buying gifts with cash donations or wrapping
gifts parents pick out for their children.
Other people donate talent and time. Mary Burton in Civil and Environmental Engineering
collected small gifts and stocking stuffers for Mainers aboard the U.S. Coast Guard cutter
Wrangell in the Arabian Gulf.
Sue Bodyke in Facilities Management and a friend, Barbara Ouellette of the Honors
College and Betty Fadrigon in Athletics made about two dozen holiday stockings, which
Burton and Katie Bosse in Plant, Soil and Environmental Sciences helped prepare for mailing
to the Wrangell.
In addition, the UMaine Bookstore, with the campus ROTC and Printing and Mailing
Services, plus student volunteers, designed, printed and mailed more than 700 holiday
postcards to Maine troops on the ground in Iraq as part of “Operation Holiday Greetings.”
A common observation that most of these UMaine volunteers make is that little things can
make a big difference when families are displaced or disadvantaged.
“Everybody’s trying to help,” says Garceau.
Observes Burton, “People need help and you never know when you’re going to be the one
who needs it.” ■
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Mary Cathcart Wins
2006 Maryann Hartman Award
Mary Cathcart, senior policy
associate at UMaine’s
Margaret Chase Smith
Policy Center, was
recognized recently as one
of three 2006 Maryann
Hartman Award winners.
The university’s Women
in the Curriculum and
Women’s Studies Program presents the
annual awards, which recognize accomplished
Maine women for outstanding achievement in
the arts, politics, business, education and
community service.
Cathcart began her work on behalf of
women nearly three decades ago as a
volunteer for Spruce Run, one of the oldest
battered women’s projects in the country, and
served as a member of the Maine legislature
for 14 years.

O.J. Logue Inducted into
Maine Running Hall of Fame

Young joined the university as an
administrative assistant in Printing and Mailing
Services in October 2000.

Fred Schlutt Joins Food System
Leadership Group
Fred Schlutt, executive
director of the Pine Tree
State 4-H Foundation and
UMaine Cooperative
Extension resource develop
ment officer, is one of 20
food system researchers in
the United States to be
Fred Schlutt
named fellows of the Food
Systems Leadership Institute.
Incoming fellows, recommended by
executives at their institutions, devote two to
three years developing leadership and
organizational skills, and food systems.
Through his fellowship, Schlutt hopes to
help improve and expand sustainable
agricultural practices in New England.

Fried Named Associate
Dean for CLAS Research

UMaine College of Education
and Human Development
Associate Dean O.J. Logue
is one of four new members
of the Maine Running Hall of
Fame.
Logue was inducted
Nov. 5 with Paul Firlotte and
O.J. Logue
Harold Hatch, both former
Black Bear runners.
An Orono native who holds UMaine
master’s and doctoral degrees, Logue is also a
former UMaine track and cross-country coach.

Amy Fried, professor of
political science at UMaine
since 1997, has been
appointed associate dean for
research in the College of
Liberal Arts and Sciences, a
new position.
Fried, who holds a
Amy Fried
bachelor’s degree at San
Francisco State and a Ph.D.
from the University of Minnesota, Minneapolis,
assumes her new duties in January.

Young Named Director
of Printing, Mailing Services

Extension’s Susan Jennings
Is ‘After School Champion’

Tammy Young

Tammy Young of Hampden
has been named director of
UMaine’s Printing and
Mailing Services, after more
than a year serving as acting
director.
She succeeded Arthur
Larsen, who retired in 2005.
Young oversees the

university’s mail service and
commercial printing operation, which produces
everything from color postcards and posters to
paper-bound books and full-color brochures
and magazines.
The mail service moves more than 2
million pieces of mail per year, including
United States mail and interdepartmental
communications.

Susan Jennings, UMaine Cooperative
Extension educator in the Oxford County
office, recently was named one of two After
School Champions for 2006 by the Maine
After School Network.
Maine Education Commissioner Susan
Gendron presented the award on behalf of the
network, which is a consortium of representa
tives from the Maine Department of Education,
University of Maine at Farmington, the Maine
Department of Health and Human Services,
Cooperative Extension and after-school
program representatives and state-level
stakeholders, including Maine legislators.
Jennings was cited for her work
strengthening after-school programs in
Maine communities as part of the 4-H Youth
Development program.

Carnegie Foundation
Honors Eric Landis
UMaine civil engineering
professor Eric Landis
recently was named the
2006 Maine Professor of
the Year by the Carnegie
Foundation for the
Advancement of Teaching.
Selection of winners is
Eric Landis
based on outstanding
teaching, commitment to
undergraduate students and influence on
teaching in a public or private institution of
higher learning. One award winner is picked
from each state, along with four national
award winners.
Landis, who has taught at UMaine since
1994, has more than 75 scholarly publica
tions and several prestigious awards to his
name.

Howard Wins Essay Prize
Philosophy professor
Michael Howard
recently won first prize in
an essay contest conduct
ed by Basic Income
Studies, a new interna
tional academic journal
that focuses on basic
income issues and univer Michael Howard
sal welfare policies.
Howard received the award Nov. 4 at the
Eleventh Congress of the Basic Income
Earth Network in Cape Town, South Africa
for his essay, “A NAFTA Dividend: A
Proposal for a Guaranteed Minimum Income
for North America.”
The essay prize is awarded for an essay
that exemplifies a high standard of quality
and original basic income research.

Award Nominations Sought
he President’s Council of Retired
Employees is seeking nominations
for the new Barbara Hikel Retiree Award,
given in memory of longtime university
employee Barbara Hikel in recognition of
her exemplary volunteer service to the
University of Maine after her retirement
in 2000.
Nominations are due to the President’s
Office by Jan. 15. Please see the nomina
tion form online (www.umaine.edu/retirees/hikel-nomination.htm) for crite
ria, or call Heidi Carlow at 581-1512. ■

T

Child Study Center Teaches Sharing through
Annual Campus Book Drive
lesson on sharing that more
than 30 children at the UMaine
Psychology Department’s Child
Study Center learned recently was a
simple one. “If nobody gives, then
nobody gets,” says head teacher
Kevin Duplissie.
The youngsters, under Duplissie
and assistant head teacher Karen
Belknap, helped collect children’s
books again this year for the College
of Education and Human
Robert Cobb, dean of the College of Education and Human
Development. The college recently
Development and founder of the annual children’s book
completed its 29th annual book
drive on campus, takes time to read to children from the
collection for children in need in the
UMaine Child Study Center recently.
Old Town-Orono area.
The books, bearing names like I’m Still Here in the Bathtub, If You Bring a Mouse to
School, The Kissing Hand and Commotion in the Ocean, were surplus books from large
book orders at the Child Study Center, donated by children at the center and their parents
or provided by the UMaine Bookstore, which assists with the book drive.
“We’re trying to get through to the kids that we’re talking about Christmas, Hanukkah
and Kwanzaa, and these kids have a chance to give,” Duplissie says.
This year’s campus effort generated more than 400 books, collected in late November
and early December. Members of the Old Town-Orono Kiwanis Club distributed them at
the club’s annual holiday party for area children and their families, says UMaine business
professor Steve Colburn, a Kiwanian who chairs the club’s youth services committee.
The College of Education and Human Development has collected thousands of
children’s books since College Dean Robert Cobb started the annual drive almost 30
years ago. The increasing number of books each year means the Kiwanis can extend the
reach of the book donations to more than just the children who come to the annual holi
day party.
“I never anticipated that it would get to the level that it is now,” Cobb says. “It was
about 100 when we started.”
Providing new books to area children, he says, “is totally consistent with our value
system, and we like the idea that books are a sustaining kind of gift. A book can be read
by more than the one child who received it, and most often are.”
The UMaine Bookstore assists with the effort by offering discounts for books
purchased for the book drive. It also donates a second book for each one purchased for
the drive, according to Bookstore director Bill Hockensmith. ■
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Sebastianelli

from page 1

“There are days of incredible tedium,
but then you have these incredible
experiences,” she says. “For me, that sense
of mystery and adventure is what keeps me
coming back over and over. It’s an
intensely rich journey.”
An outdoors enthusiast since childhood,
Sebastianelli has studied animal tracking
for more than 15 years, including a
three-year apprenticeship with renowned
photographer, tracker and wildlife expert
Paul Rezendes.
She has studied both lynx and gray wolf
habits and can reliably track both. Several
years ago, working for the National
Wildlife Federation, she searched for signs
of the gray wolf by day and conducted
howling surveys at night.

Before moving to Maine to work as a
naturalist and educator, the Rhode Island
native spent 12 years in Boston, grant
writing and working with museums. She
holds a bachelor’s degree in classical
studies and a master’s in nonprofit
administration.
Sebastianelli made a career transition to
natural history and wildlife when she
moved to Maine in 2002 and joined the
staff at Tanglewood in 2004. Today, she
has what she considers the perfect job.
“To me, that’s the perfect life when your
play and your work overlap,” Sebastianelli
says. “I feel like my job in life is three
fold: first, to fully experience the natural
world; second, to share that with other
people; and third, to empower people to go
out and have their own experiences.” ■

Athletic Events

•w I
1/3

M/B vs. UMF

1/4

M/Basketball vs. Hartford............... 7:00

1/6

W/Basketball vs. UNH ................... 7:30

1/12

M/Basketball vs. UNH..................... 7:00

1/13

M/Hockey vs. BU ............................ 7:30
M/Basketball vs. Binghamton . . .12:00

1/14

M/Hockey vs. BU ............................ 7:00

1/16

M/W Swim & Dive vs. Providence 11:00

1/17

M/Basketball vs. UMBC................. 7:30

1/20

W/Basketball vs. Stony Brook . . . .7:30

1/26

W/Hockey vs. Vermont ................. 12:00
W/Basketball vs. BU...................... 7:00

1/27

M/Hockey vs. Northeastern............. 7:00
W/Basketball vs. Hartford............ 12:00
M/W Track: Maine Invitational . . .2:00

1/31

M/Hockey vs. Northeastern............. 7:00
M/Basketball vs. BU ...................... 7:30

.......................... 7:00
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Inside UMaine is published monthly by the
Department of University Relations, and its success
depends upon a community-wide effort. We ask you
to please forward news, notes and tips about friends,
colleagues - or yourselves - to George Manlove by
e-mailing: insideum@maine.edu, calling 581-3756 or
mailing to Inside UMaine, Department of University
Relations, 5761 Keyo Building, Orono, ME, 044695761. You can find Inside UMaine on the Web at
www.umaine.edu/insideumaine . We welcome your
feedback.
Layout and design by the University of Maine Department of
University Relations. Printed by University of Maine Printing
and Mailing Services.
In complying with the letter and spirit of applicable laws and
in pursuing its own goals of diversity, the University of Maine
System shall not discriminate on the grounds of race, color,
religion, sex, sexual orientation, including transgender status
or gender expression, national origin or citizenship status, age,
disability, or veterans status in employment, education, and all
other areas of the university. The university provides reason
able accommodations to qualified individuals with disabilities
upon request.
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Publications & Presentations
Eisso J. Atzema, lecturer, mathematics, “Lenses and
Waves, Christiaan Huygens and the Mathematical
Science of Optics in the Seventeenth Century,”
Historia Mathematica (August 2006).
Sandra Butler, professor, social work; and Debra
Eckart, Cooperative Extension educator,
Washington County, “Civic Engagement and Older
Adults: The Success of the Senior Companion
Program in a Rural Community,” Journal of
Community Practice: Organizing, Planning,
Development and Change (2006).

Theodore Coladarci, professor, education, “School
Size, Student Achievement, and the ‘Power Rating’
of Poverty: Substantive Finding or Statistical
Artifact?” Education Policy Analysis Archives
(November 2006); and “Do Small Schools Really
Reduce the ‘Power Rating’ of Poverty?” The Rural
Educator (November 2006).
David Hiebeler, professor, mathematics; and
undergraduate math student Amanda Criner, poster
presentation, “Household Epidemiological Models
with Clustered Resistant Individuals,” at the joint
Society for Mathematical Biology/Society for
Industrial Mathematics (SMB/SIAM) Conference on
the Life Sciences (August 2006).

Gisela Hoecherl-Alden, professor, German, an
article, “On the Road to Multiculturalism:
Challenging Concepts of Neutrality and Tolerance in
Swiss-German Cinema,” Kinema (2006).
Jessie Salisbury, graduate student, functional
genomics; Keith W. Hutchison, professor, micro
biology; and Joel Graber, associate staff scientist,
The Jackson Laboratory, Bar Harbor, “A
Multispecies Comparison of the Metazoan 3’Processing Downstream Elements and the CstF-64
RNA Recognition Motif,” BMC Genomics (March
2006).

Marcy Nelson, Maine Department of Marine
Resources, Boothbay Harbor; James R. Gilbert,
professor, wildlife resources; and Kevin J. Boyle,
Virginia Polytechnic Institute, “The Influence of
Siting and Deterrence Methods on Seal Predation at
Atlantic Salmon (Salmo salar) Farms in Maine,
2001-2003,” Canadian Journal ofFisheries and
Aquatic Sciences (August 2006).

Tsutomu Ohno, professor, soil chemistry; and
Rasmus Bro, professor, chemometrics, The Royal
Veterinary and Agricultural University, Denmark,
“Dissolved Organic Matter Characterization Using
Multiway Spectral Decomposition of Fluorescence
Landscapes,” Soil Science Society ofAmerica
Journal (2006).
Jacob L. Pelletier, former graduate student, and
Senthil S. Vel, professor, mechanical
engineering, “An Exact Solution for the Steady-State
Thermoelastic Response of Functionally Graded
Orthotropic Cylindrical Shells,” International
Journal ofSolids and Structures (2006).
Alan Rosenwasser, professor, psychology, and
biology graduate student Joseph Seggio, psycholo
gy graduate student Ryan Logan, and undergradu
ate psychology student Rebekah Stetson, a poster
presentation, “Chronobiology of Alcohol: Effects
of Chronic and Acute Ethanol Treatments on
Circadian Phase Shifting in the Syrian Hamster,”
Society for Research on Biological Rhythms
Biennial Meeting, Sandestin, Fla. (May 2006).

Steven A. Sader, professor, forest resources, and
director, Maine Image Analysis Laboratory;
Suming Jin, former Ph.D. student; Jake W.
Metzler, former graduate student; and Mike
Hoppus, research forester, U.S. Forest Service
Northeast Research Station, Newtown Square, Pa.,
“Exploratory Analysis of Forest Harvest and
Regeneration Pattern Among Multiple
Landowners,” Forestry Chronicle (2006).

Robert S. Seymour, professor, forest resources;
J. Guldin, USFS South Research Station,
Monticello, Ariz.; D. Marshall, USFS Pacific NW
Research Station, Olympia, Wash.; and B. Palik,
USFS, North Central Research Station, Grand
Rapids, Minn.; “Large-Scale, Long-Term
Silvicultural Experiments in the United States:
Historical Overview and Contemporary
Examples,” Allgemeine Forst und Jagdzeitung
(2006).

Forestry Foundation, “Application of Geospatial
Technology to Monitor Forest Legacy Conservation
Easements,” Journal ofForestry (2006).

Rhea Cote Robbins, editor, Canuck and Other
Stories by Camille Lessard Bissonnette, (18831970), translated by Sue Huseman and Sylvie
Charron, BookSurge Publishing (September 2006).

Howard Segal, professor, history, a lecture, “The
Wave of the Future: America’s High-Tech Utopias
and the Reinvention of America’s Global Image for
the 21st Century,” Oxford University, Rothermere
American Institute (Nov. 10, 2006).

alendar
For a full listing of UMaine activities and
calendar events, check the Web:
http://calendar.umaine.edu

Save the Date!
Waponahki Student Art Show
Through Jan. 31
Hudson Museum
Bangor Symphony Orchestra
With cellist Gal Nyska
3 p.m., Jan. 28
MCA

Online Resources
UMaine
www.umaine.edu

Inside UMaine
www.umaine.edu/insideumaine

UMaine Today Online
www.umaine. edu/umainetoday

UMaine Today magazine
www.umainetoday.umaine. edu

Kenton Williams, GIS analyst, Penobscot Bay
Media, Camden, and former graduate student;
Steven A. Sader, professor, forest resources and
cooperating professor of wildlife ecology; Chris
Pyror, forest stewardship coordinator, New England
Forestry Foundation, Littleton, Mass.; and Frank
Reed, director of development, New England

MaineSci
www.umaine.edu/mainesci

Go Black Bears
http ://goblackbears. collegesports. com

